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Organic farmers hopeful court will certify class action following appeal hearing 
  
On Monday, December 11, 2006 the certified organic farmers of Saskatchewan presented their arguments in support of over-turning the lower court decision denying them class certification in their bid to attach liability to Monsanto Canada and Bayer CropScience for losses due to contamination of organic crops and fields due to GMO canola. The Appeal was heard by The Honourable Mr. Justice S. J. Cameron, The Honourable Madam Justice M. A. Gerwing and The Honourable Mr. Justice N. W. Sherstobitoff of the Saskatchewan Court of Appeal.
  
The lower court judge ruled that the farmers had causes of action under The Environmental Management and Protection Act 2002, The Environmental Assessment Act, as well as meeting some of the requirements to be a legally actionable nuisance. Even though Monsanto and Bayer did not cross appeal these determinations, they attempted to challenge them in their legal briefs. Terry Zakreski, legal counsel for the organic farmers, asked for, and was given leave to file a further legal brief in response. 

Plaintiff Dale Beaudoin said “We hope that after reviewing all the information we provided, the Court will decide to give us class certification. We have a good case and it is very important to us for it to be certified so that we can move forward together.” 
The court reserved its decision, pending consideration of the additional materials. 
  
More information about the case is available at www.saskorganic.com/oapf 
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For more information please contact: 
  
Arnold Taylor, Chair, OAPF Committee, phone: (306) 241-6125 or (306) 252-2783 
  
Marc Loiselle, Research Director, OAPF Committee, (bilingual): phone (306) 227-5825 or (306) 258-2192 
  
For details of the class action suit, please see http://www.saskorganic.com/oapf/ 
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